Other roles that dihydrouracils may have played in early life include breaking the Watson-Crick hydrogen bonding and forming special structures in early ribozymes. Finally, dihydrouracils may be important for separating the double strand of an early genetic molecule. At high pH, dihydrouracil rings would open fo~'rning a negative charge and helping to separate the two strands. Lowering the pH would reform the dihydrouracils and stabilize the double helix.
Hydantoins are also prebiotic compounds, and their concentration in the prebiotic ocean may have been greater than that of dihydrouracils because a-amino acids were more abundant than 13-amino acids. The hydrogen bonding of hydantoins to adenine may be stronger than with dihydrouracil. House, C. H. and Miller, S. L. : 1996, Biochemistly 35, 315-320. 
